• Once you know where you're headed and when, search the name of your destination online to check out tourism websites, attractions you'd like to visit, traveler reviews, and even to access coupons and special deals. Remember: Never share details of your upcoming vacation on social media for safety reasons.
• If you're taking a road trip, be sure your vehicle is roadworthy, and check on your spare tire, jack, road safety kit, maps, and tools you might need. If kids are coming with you, pack plenty of travel games and activities, journals to document the fun, books, DVDs, and blankets and pillows, and review safety instructions with them daily.
• If you'll be traveling by plane, verify your airline's checked and carry-on baggage allotments in advance, and be aware of what you can and can't take onto a plane with you. Consult the Transportation Security Administration website for helpful information.
• Visiting another country? Consult your doctor well in advance or go online to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to learn about food and water safety, and to find out if you need immunizations or special medications. Check the Travel.State.Gov website for travel advisories affecting the region.
